ADDENDUM

PLANNING DIVISION REPORT
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND COMMUNITY
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
November 24, 2008

L. Requested Action: Approval of a demolition permit for multiple buildings and structures on
two parcels of land located at 902 Dempsey Road in the M2 General Manufacturing District,
and at 510 Cottage Grove Road primarily in the M2 General Manufacturing District, with
small portions of the parcel in the M1 Limited Manufacturing, and C3 Highway Commercial
Districts.

2. Applicable Regulations: Section 28.12(12) provides the guidelines and regulations for the
approval of demolition permits.

3. Report Prepared by: Michael Waidelich, Principal Planner and Heather Stouder, AICP, Planner

PREVIOUS ACTIONS

On November 3, 2008, the Plan Commission referred the decision on whether or not to approve a
partial demolition permit for buildings at 902 Dempsey Road and 510 Cottage Grove Road. The
decision to refer the demolition permit application was based on two primary concerns.

« The Plan Commission wanted to ensure adequate time for City and State agency staff to review
and respond to Agrium’s revised proposal to fill and “cap” the large pit in the granulation
building instead of leaving it open to the elements. This revised plan was submitted to the
Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection (DATCP) in a letter dated October
22, 2008. Concerns had been expressed by staff and neighbors of the site regarding potential
groundwater contamination and safety hazards resulting from Agrium’s initial proposal for
fencing the pit and leaving it exposed to the weather following demolition of the building.

« The Plan Commission requested that the applicant demonstrate reasonable progress in
responding to the seven outstanding Official Notices on the property from the Building
Inspection Division before considering the application. They indicated that they would be
willing to consider the case as soon as December 1, 2008, as long as a memo from Building
Inspection staff assured them that adequate progress was being made to secure the site.
Commissioners were concerned that even if a demolition permit were approved and issued, the
buildings would likely remain on the site for at least several weeks, and the site and buildings
would need to be secured before and during the lengthy demolition process. Further, while
understanding the positive aspects of the safe removal of these buildings, some Commissioners
indicated that they need not approve demolitions due to neglect by property owners to properly
maintain buildings.



